NEWSLETTER

AMOTHERBY COMMUNITY PRIMARY SCHOOL

GOVERNOR’S MONITORING
VISIT - REV BERYL BOWES

y Governor visit this year (29"
M April) focussed on the provision

for Special Needs pupils (SEN)
within the school and the way teaching
and learning are differentiated
according to age and ability. First I took
the opportunity of attending the
morning’s whole school assembly at which
the children practised two new praise
songs. There was a lot of good singing!
However, choosing songs suitable for all
ages and keeping the attention of the
younger children seems quite a challenge.

Within the classroom setting it is much
easier to cater for a range of abilities,
and 1 visited several of the classes
during the morning. There was a
particularly wide variety of activities in
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Classes 1 and 2. This allowed the teachers
to use their time in the best way and give
attention to each child to a lesser or
greater extent as needed. Class 4 were
learning about metaphors by means of
writing riddles. Some of these were very
clever and one could see which children
had grasped the concept. Those who
found it harder had worked as a team to
produce one riddle rather than
individually. There was strong support
from the Teaching Assistant for these
pupils to enable them to complete their
work as well as possible. I was interested
to observe the way in which booster
classes were offered to Year 6 children
preparing for their SATs in 3 different
ability groups.

It was a good opportunity for me as a
governor to observe how children’s
learning is facilitated through appropriate
levels of support. It is encouraging that
thanks to prudent use of finances each
class now has a dedicated Teaching
Assistant; this obviously makes a great
difference both to continuity of learning
and the amount of time that can be given
to those who struggle to make
satisfactory progress. Thank you to
everyone for welcoming me to your
classrooms.

Rev Beryl Bowes



ST. HELEN’S CHURCH,
AMOTHERBY
amily Service on Sunday 1°
FJune, 10.30am - approx 11.15am.
All Welcome.
Refreshments to follow.

FRUITY FRIDAY - 16" MAY
2008

hank you to everyone who
I donated fruit kebabs for our

‘Fruity Friday / Rainbow Day’
last Friday. We raised a grand sum of
£160.50 which will be donated to the
World Cancer Research Fund. At the
end of this newsletter I've included a
photograph of some of Class 3's work
generated from the day.

SUMMER FAYRE

y the time you read this, you
Bshould have received separate

letters from Miss Newton giving
details of this year's Summer Fayre
(Friday 4™ July). Just a reminder
therefore that if anyone would like to
volunteer to help at the Fayre or has
ideas for new stalls, events or
attractions, we'd love to hear from you
as soon as possible!

GAZETTE & HERALD

ast month Claire Bottomley, a
I reporter from the Gazette &

Herald, spent the morning in
school to speak with me, some of the
children and some of the staff in
preparation for an article for the
“'School Profile’ column - a regular
feature of the weekly paper. 1 think
the article that resulted and was
published on 30" April is of interest to
everyone associated with the school
and presents Amotherby C.P. in a very
good light so 1 have reproduced and
added it to this month's newsletter in
case you have not had the opportunity
to read it.

SCHOOL MEALS & FRUIT/
VEG PRICES

he half-termly price for school
Tmeals from Tuesday 3rd June -

Friday 18" July 2008 is £61.20
and if your child has fruit & veg it will be
£3.30 payable in advance please (6
weeks & 3 days - no fruit or veg on
first day back). Please remember that
Key Stage 1 children qualify for ‘free’
fruit and veg and if paying by cheque
make sure it's made payable to ‘NYCC
AMOTHERBY SCHOOL' - thank you.

WATER

hen we return after the
Wholiday it is usually the

warmest half-term in the
school year, so a reminder that the
children are able to bring a bottle of

water that they can take into their
classroom and use at any time during



the school day. Incidentally, this is a
policy that operates throughout the
school year and something we would
really encourage children to do.

HALF-TERM HOLIDAY

By the time you receive this letter,

school will have broken up for the

half-term holiday. 1 do hope the
weather is favourable for the Bank Holiday
weekend and that you and the children
have a very enjoyable break.

Please note that school re-opens on
Tuesday 3" June.

SUNTAN LOTION

n anticipation of scorching hot
I sunny weather in June, if your

child is very sensitive to the sun
or has fair skin, please feel free to
apply suntan lotion or sun bloc on
vulnerable skin areas before children
leave for school or send lotions with
children (with names on please) that
can be applied by themselves. 1 do not
think it would be realistic to expect
staff to apply lotions each time
children play or work outside, so please
show children how it should be done
and then they can apply it themselves.

I you do not want to go to the trouble
of sending sun bloc or suntan lotion,
you may want to send your child with a
baseball cap (again named please) that
you can encourage him/her to wear.

here are very few children in
Tschool who haven't been

subjected to SAT assessments
this term. Children in Years 2 - 6 have
all taken tests; some optional (Years 3,
4 & 5) and some statutory (Years 2 &
6).
It can be a stressful time for staff
preparing children for the assessments
and also administering the tests and of
course an equally anxious time for
children.

Everyone concerned has worked
exceptionally hard and coped
exceedingly well with the pressure.
Well done children, teachers and
support staff.



DIARY DATES

e have many exciting events
to look forward to after the
half-term holiday and 1 have
tried to include all relevant dates in

the list below:

Date

23" May

3" June

5th

9th

10"

llth

12th

l7th
19"

20th
23rd
24™

25th

Day

Fri

Tue

Thu

Fri

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Tue

Thu

Fri
Mon

Tue
6.30pm

Wed

Event

Class 6 visit York Art Gallery

School closes for half-term
holidays

School re-opens

Yr 4 Residential visit to
Helmsley - 2 days

Tennis Coaching sessions in
school

Yr 4 / 5 Mini tennis tournament at
Malton Tennis Club

Parents’ Good Work Assembly

Yr 6 Crucial Crew at
Scarborough

5 week course for Parents of
reception & yr 1 children
‘Keeping up with Children’
1.15pm - 3.15pm with Leigh
Swift

Fire Safety Presentation for
KS2 children

Yr 6 Howardian Hills visit

1% Induction afternoon - new
entrants Sept 2008

Tennis Coaching sessions in
school

Rock-it Climbing Wall in School

2" Induction afternoon - new
entrants Sept 2008

Tennis Coaching sessions in
school

Non-Uniform Day
Class 2 trip to Whitby

Meeting for parents of new
entrants Sept 2008

Yr 6 Imps Visit to Scarborough
Hospital

26" Jun  Thurs
30" Mon

15t July  Tue

2nd Wed
3 Thu
4 Fri
gth Tue
gth Wed
10t Thu
11t Fri
14t Mon
15t Tue
16t Wed
17t Thu
18t Fri

3¥Sept  Wed

Yrs 4,5 & 6 Kwik Cricket
Malton Cricket Club

Parents’ Evening for (classes 1
— 5)

Yr 6 First visit Malton
Secondary School & Norton
College

3" Induction afternoon - new
entrants Sept 2008

2.15pm Tea for parents of new
entrants Sept 2008

Yr 6 Second visit Malton
Secondary School

Yr 6 Information Evening at
Malton Secondary School and
Norton College

Summer Fayre Day NO
PARENTS' GOOD WORK
ASSEMBLY (PLEASE NOTE:
CHANGE OF DATE FROM
11 July 2008)

Non-Uniform Day
Parents’' Evening for Class 6
6.30pm Musical Evening

Music Workshop ‘'SAMBA
BAMBA' in school

Class 4 visit Eden Camp

Yr 6 Primary Languages Day
Sports Day at 1.15pm
Sports Day reserve

Class 5 visit STEM fair at
Ryedale Folk Museum

Parents v Year 6 Rounders
Match

Yr 6 Tag Rugby at Rugby Club
Yr 6 Leavers' party

Yr 6 Leavers’ assembly -
Parents of Yr 6 invited
SCHOOL CLOSES FOR
SUMMER HOLIDAYS

School re-opens
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